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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
‘ef advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times. advertising columns carry news 
ef importance to you in your work in 
the ehurch or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purehases with the help of 
these columns? 




























My Prayer 
By Josephine Courtright 


Dear Lord, 

I thank Thee for my friendly home, 
Simple though it be; 

I thank Thee for the cool, green grass, 
And for the spreading tree; 

For many days with sunny skies, 

And gentle cooling showers 

That wash afresh the windowpanes 

‘ And quench the thirsty flowers. 


Dear Lord, 
I thank Thee for the lilac bush 
That blooms beneath the eaves, 
And for the trusting little birds 
That nest among its leaves; 

I thank Thee for the daisy field 
And for the flowers of May, 
And for the joyous little brook . 

That hurries on its way. 


Dear Lord, 
For. many blessings round my door 
’ I lift my heart to Thee, 
As do the happy little birds 
That sing within my tree. 
I thank Thee for my daily strength 
And for Thy constant care, 
For work to do and friends to love. 
Dear Lord, accept my prayer. 


s 


A Scientific Debacle 


There is nothing wrong with true 
science. It is defined as “accumulated 
knowledge systematized and formulated 
with a reference to the discovery of 
general truths or the operation of gen- 
eral laws.” But where men go wrong 
is to believe that science alone can regu- 
late conduct. This takes no account of 
man’s spiritual needs, and entirely ig- 
nores his evil heart. Dr. George D. Stod- 
dard, Commissioner of Education of the 
State of New York, in his book, “The 
Meaning of Intelligence,” turned out 
such phrases as “systematically drugged 
with the vapors of dogma, superstition, 
and pseudo-logic . . . man-made con- 
cepts, such as devils, witches, totems, 
taboos, hell-fire, original sin, divine 
right, predestination . . . distorted the 
intellectual processes of millions of per- 
sons over the centuries...” George 
E. Sokolsky, columnist of the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer, quotes these and other 
phrases, and says, “What the learned 
scholar seems to be trying to prove in 
all this turgid language is that religion 
is the bunk.” Like many other news- 
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Thankdul for the Unshalesdide: 


N ALTERNATE rendering of He- 
A brews 12:28 makes it a great 

thanksgiving text for days like 
these. “Receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be moved, let us be filled with 
thankfulness . . .” A kingdom that 
cannot be moved is indeed something 
for which to be thankful today. When 
the things that can be shaken fail us, 
we, receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be moved, can be filled with thankful- 
ness for the things that cannot be 
shaken. World convulsing events are 
shaking the things that can be shaken 
in our civilization. The transitoriness 
of all things earthly is being driven 
home upon men anew. And the whole 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Be strong ... and work: for I 
am with you, saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Hag. 2:4). 
, J 

















papermen in recent months who read 
aright the awful object lessons of this 
war, Sokolsky calls this “an old argu- 
ment and one demonstrably fallacious 
because it runs counter to the whole 
human experience. ... We prolong life 
by sulfa drugs and penicillin and wipe 
it out by the most colossal bombings in 
history; ... we prevent disease by pro- 
phylaxis and kill more human beings 
than ever before in wars. ... We know 
all about the social science and we have 
increased hate upon this earth.” Speak- 
ing of the love promoted by “religion,” 
and “the love of God and the urge for 
an ethical life,” he concludes, ironically, 
“but science has smashed all that and 
we deal only with scientific facts now 
—and look at us!” Mr. Sokolsky comes 
a great deal nearer to the remedy for 
the ills of our nation than Dr. Stoddard, 
who talks of “straight thinking,” but 
seems to know little about it. What we 
need is a revival of the “religion” of 
those founders of a: nation who be- 
lieve what the 
man’s fallen nat ead: his > need ot the 
Saviour. wt. | 5 wk 
cl: 
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present earthly order will somie day 


cease in a great final shaking of exist- 
ing things. But there is a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken. And how blessed in 
a day when all things temporal are in 
jeopardy to have your real life hid with 
Christ in God, to have a heavenly citi- 
zenship, to have treasures laid up above, 
to be of that abiding order of the king- 
dom that cannot be moved! Such may 
indeed be filled with thanksgiving, for 
“nothing changes here.” Receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be moved, they 
can’ be thankful for the unshakable 
things that abide all tests and survive 
eternally. 

What. are some of the unshakable 
things of this kingdom? 

One is the love of God. God is love, 
and His love is as eternal as Himself. 
That love can never change, and the 
worst that can happen to the Christian 
here cannot separate him from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord (Rom. 8:35-39). God’s love is one 
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of the glorious things that nothing can 
shake in the kingdom that cannot be 
moved. 

Another is the atonement of Christ. 
What Christ did at Calvary belongs not 
just to time but to eternity, to the things 
that cannot be shaken. It may be at- 
tacked by infidelity and mocked by unbe- 
lief, but for those who trust in Christ’s 
redeeming blood the atonement thus 
made is one of the things unshaken and 
eternal, wiping the score clean forever 
for every believing penitent. So thank 
God for that, Christian believer. 

Again, the rule of God is another 
unshakable thing of the abiding order. 
God. is sovereign. His kingdom ruleth 
over all. No matter how much appear- 
ance may be to the contrary, God has 
not abdicated His throne. Where evil 
seems most to triumph, God eventually 
is seen to have been in control working 
out His purposes. It was so in Moses’ 
day. Egyptian bondage was cruel. 
Pharaoh defied the living God, but God’s 
overruling control worked out the di- 
vine purposes through the very ones 
who sought to frustrate them. The 
greatest example of this is Calvary. 
Where Satan did his worst, God wrought 
His best. Thus has it always been. 

Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong for- 

ever on the throne, — 

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and, 

behind the dim unknown, 

Standeth God within the shadow, keeping 

watch above His own. 
—James Russell Lowell. 


Eventually the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdom of our God 
and of His Christ, and the rule of God 
shall no more be resisted. But mean- 
while, God is still on the throne. Noth- 
ing can frustrate Him. His rule abides. 
It belongs to the kingdom that cannot 
be shaken. 

And so does the Church of Christ. 
Individual churches may decay. De- 
nominations may break up. Ecclesias- 
tical systems may pass away, 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain; 
Gates of hell can never 
*Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 
Against the true people of God, the body 
of Christ, the Church universal and 
eternal, the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail. 

Then there is the heavenly Home and 
the hefitage of the redeemed. The Home 
Christ has gone to prepare is an eter- 
nal Home. Faith’s pilgrims in this life 
look for a city whose builder and maker 
is God. And they are not to be dis- 
appointed. They look for a heavenly 
rest, and it shall be theirs. “They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light upon them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe 
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away all tears from their eyes” (Rev. 
7:16, 17). Their. portion shail be eter- 
nally with the redeemed in Heaven. — 

Finally, the presence of Christ with 
His own is another of the unshakable 
things in the kingdom that cannot be 
moved. Not just that it shall be ours 
to enjoy forever hereafter, but that it 
is ours both now and forever. 

Not long after landing in the New 
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Hebrides, Dr. John G. Paton and Mrs. 
Paton rejoiced in the coming of a son 
to gladden their home. “But the joy 
was short-lived. Soon death took both 
mother and child. Dr. Paton had to 
dig the grave with his own hands and 
lay his loved ones there. “If it had 
not been for Jesus,” he wrote, “and the 
fellowship He vouchsafed me there,-I 


(Continued on page 485) 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Columbia Bible College 
Does Not Teach “Purgatory” 


(The following is a letter from Rob- 
ert C. MeQuilkin, D.D., President of 
Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C.) 


Dear Eprtors: 

Several months ago THE SUNDAY 
Scuoo. Tres - (Oct. 23, 1943) published 
an Open Letter which quoted: some com- 
ments of mine on.the parable of the 
talents. In the February issue of Proph- 
ecy Monthly, the editor, Dr. Keith L. 
Brooks, discussed the “New outer-dark- 
ness” teaching, suggesting that “this 
seems to amount to a new theory of 
purgatory.” The editorial quoted a por- 
tion’ of the Times’ Open Letter. 

Today I received a letter from one of 
our former students who is now in sem- 
inary. He writes: 

This is rather amusing, but within the 
last two or three months any number of 
people asked me what I thought of this 
new purgatory doctrine Columbia Bible 
College has come out with. Do you know 
anything about it? I suppose there must 
be some reason for those reports? Have 
you heard about the rumor? 

I am sorry to say that I have heard 
about the “rumor” from many different 
sources,. The first letter I received was 
from a returned missionary, a graduate 
of Columbia Bible College, who wrote: 

It was a shock to read the write-up you 
got in' this last number of Prophecy con- 
cerning “outer darkness.” I did not see 
how they could so accuse you from what 
they quoted of your writing. It seems 
the whole Christian world is in a mixup. 
If all readers were as discerning as 

this missionary, little harm could result. 
I had thought of dropping the whole 
matter, committing the results to ‘the 
Lord. However, so many reports have 
come of the widespread impression that 
Tue Sunpay Scuoo.t Times and I, also 
Columbia Bible College, have something 
to do with a new “purgatory teaching,” 
it does seem wise to clarify that point 
with the Trmes’ readers. The letter from 
the seminary student quoted above con- 
tinues thus: 

A few weeks ago a lady told me she 
read an article you wrote in THe Sunpay 
Scnoo. Times proving that some Chris- 
tians will go to an intermediary state of 
suffering called “darkness.” Yesterday a 
minister in Raleigh said he forgot where 
he read it, but apparently you were bas- 
ing the doctrine on the parable of the 


ten talents—so, of course, here was my 
chance ‘to give him a lesson in Her- 
meneutics, I explained that you believe 
in gradations of reward. on the. basis..of 
work, a loss of which reward is. illus- 
trated dramatically in the figurative ex- 
pression of “darkness,” but that it was 
against all your principles to- base any 
doctrine on a parable. 

My. concluding remark was that. until 
I hear from the Bible College, I would 
“sooner beli that Pope Pius had pro- 
nounced that there was no purgatory, 
than that.Dr. McQuilkin had changed. his 
mind on .... something as striking as that. 


This expression about purgatory is not 
too strong. The whole idea of purga- 
tory in any form strikes at the héart 
of the central message of our Christian 
faith. 'We-are saved by grace through 
faith, and this means that Christ is our 
righteousness. To add anything of our 
own to the cleansing that we have 
through His atonement and His right- 
eousness is to make of none effect the 
death of Christ, and to add something 
of our own righteousness as a supple- 


‘ment to His perfect redemption and His 


perfect righteousness. 

It is, therefore, unfortunate that the 
discussion of the so-called “outer dark- 
ness teaching” should give the impres- 
sion that these men of God, who are 
seeking to make vital the dreadful New 
Testament ‘warnings against unfaithful- 
ness on the part of Christians, should 
be labeled as teaching “purgatory.” I 
do not agree with this “outer darkness” 
teaching. For one thing, those who are 
cast out into outer darkness, referred to in 
Matthew 8;12, are undoubtedly lost peo- 
ple. In the parable of the marriage of 
the king’s son the man without a wed- 
ding garment cast into outer darkness 
was a lost man, without the righteots- 
ness of Christ. But while this teaching 
may be a wrong interpretation, even the 
most extreme form of the teaching, re- 
ferred to in Prophecy, denies that it is 
“purgatory.” However, this accusation 
of teaching the deadly heresy of a new 
“Protestant purgatory” has been levelled 
not only at extreme forms of this teach- 
ing, but at the more moderate form, and 
also upon those of us who do not hold 
the teaching at all. 

Dr. Brooks in the April issue of Proph- 
ecy Monthly does seek to give a fair 
presentation of my view and how -it 
differs from the “outer darkness” teach- 


(Continued on page 485) 
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What Must | Do To Be Saved?” 


The Bible's answer to man’s most important question 


By H. A. IRONSIDE, Litt.D. 


ITH the answer of St. Paul so 
W clearly given in the Holy Scrip- 
ture to the question propounded 

by the awakened Philippian jailer, it 
seems almost needless for anyone else 
to attempt an added reply to it. But 
owing to the many misconceptions in 
the minds of inquirers as to the very 
meaning of the word “saved” and as to 
what is involved in believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, it may be both wise 
and profitable to consider anew this 
question and answer with some degree 
of care. | 

First, let us ask, What is implied in 
this term “saved”? Saved in what sense, 
and from what? It would be well: to 
try to put ourselves in the place of the 
jailer in order to understand what he 
meant when he used the word “sav 
as he cried out, “What must I do to 
be saved?” (Acts 16:34.) Remember, 
he was neither a Jewish rabbi nor a 
Christian apologist. He could not, in 
the very nature of things, have meant 
to imply some deep, theological mys- 
tery regarding the meaning of salva- 
tion. But he was a sinner and he knew 
it. He realized he was in bondage to 
iniquity. He dreaded divine wrath. 
Therefore to be saved must have meant 
for him deliverance from an accusing 
conscience and from the control of sin 
over his life. It must also have meant 
deliverance from the judgment which 
he recognized his sins deserved. All 
of these are involved in this word 
“saved” and are just as true for us to- 
day as for him so long ago. 


All Have Sinned 


We have all sinned. We are all under 
the dominion cf sin in the flesh — slaves 
to an evil nature, which leads us con- 
stantly into violation of the divine will. 
Therefore we are all exposed to the 
wrath of God because of our many of- 


" fenses, both willful and unpremeditated. 


How, then, may we be saved from that 
which every awakened sinner knows he 
richly deserves? How may we obtain 
a purged conscience and a sense of peace 
with God, resting on the knowledge of 
His forgiveness and our clearance be- 
fore the bar of divine justice? How 
may we be.delivered from living in sin 
and enabled to walk in newness of life? 
All this is involved in being saved. 
What, then, must we do in order to 
enter into this blessedness? 

It may be easier to explain, first, how 
not to be saved, and then take up the 
positive side of the question afterward. 
We cannot be saved by changing our 
religious views, either from paganistic 
idolatry or Judaistic legality to the 


A few months ago a Times reader 
asked the Editors to publish a clear 
and simple statement of the way of 
salvation. She had in mind especially 
the men and women in the Service, 
and hoped that the Times might pro- 
vide something that could be read 
in the libraries of the twenty or 
more Christian Service Centers 
throughout our country. The Edi- 
tors turned to their own leading 
lesson writer, Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
pastor of the Moody Memorial 
Church, as being one of the Chris- 
tian leaders who could write most 
clearly on this vital subject. Here 
is his exposition of Paul’s answer 
to the jailer’s question. 
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. dogmas of Christianity. Simply to turn 


from the tenets of one group to those 
of another is not salvation. A mere 
shifting of intellectual ideas religiously 
will not give the deliverance for which 
we long. Christianity, viewed as a sys- 
tem of doctrines and practices, does not 
save anyone. Neither Roman Catholi- 
cism nor any type of Protestantism will 
save the souls of their adherents; nor 
will Modernism or Fundamentalism, 
viewed simply as -eontroversial distinc- 
tions, avail to bring about new birth or 
give a sense of freedom from condemna- 
tion. One might be a zealous advocate 
of any one of these groups or of their 
creeds and not be a child of God at all. 

In the second. place, salvation is not 


- mere reformation of life or the accept- 


ance of high ethical ideals. These may 
indeed save from much that is debasing 
and tending to misery and wretchedness 
in this life, for sin'is ever degrading 
and decency is always uplifting as far 
as human experience is concerned. But 
no change of behavior alone can save 
the soul of one who is a sinner in the 
sight of God, and give the knowledge 
of acceptance with Him. 

Religious ordinances or sacraments 
cannot save, however sacred and Scrip- 
tural in their place all these may be. 
Ritualistic ceremonies cannot effect the 
regeneration of a lost soul. Neither can 
self-effort of any kind. Apart from 
Christ, all religious rites are just empty 
forms, which are of no avail to justify 
a guilty sinner before God. 

No law-works of any kind can fit one 
for fellowship with the Holy One or 
insure the eternal security of him who 
thus endeavors to save himself by his 
own striving after righteousness. We 
are told in the Word of God that salva- 
tion is “not of works, lest any man 
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should boast” (Eph. 2:9). Therefore, 
all that is merely human is barred out 
as a procuring cause of salvation. 

But now, having noticed some things 
by which we cannot be saved, let us 
squarely face the answer given in God’s 
own Word. as to how this great blessing 
of eternal salvation may become ours. 

To many, the simple answer of Paul 
to the question of the jailer seems 
utterly incomplete. He replied, when 
asked what one must do to be saved, 
by saying, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.” And that very night, as the 
Gospel message was proclaimed in his 
home, the jailer and all his house re- 
ceived the message and entered into 
peace with God. 

Men say today, “This is far too easy 
a way,” and insist that something more 
than believing is necessary. But the 
Word of God still stands and its testi- 
mony is clear. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” What is involved in 
this? It is not believing about the Lord 
Jesus that saves. We may accept as 
historical facts all the great events of 
the life of Jesus and not be saved at 
all. To believe on Him is to trust Him 
—to rely upon Him alone for salvation. 
This the careless, self-satisfied man will , 
never do. It is only the repentant one 
who will cast away all self-confidence 
and trust in Christ alone. To do this is 
to be saved, and to be saved means to 
be delivered from condemnation and to 
be justified before the very God we 
have sinned against. The reason God 
can “be just, and the justifier of him 
which belipyeth “in Jess” | (Rom. ‘3: 26) 
is because} His blessed. Son, took our 
place in suhouristt tte. was made sin in our 
stead, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 
5:21). ih 


As If We Had Never Sinned 


On the ¢t6¥3 He‘ finished the work 
thet saves. When-we believe the record 
God has given and so put our trust in 
the One who settled the sin question to 
the divine satisfaction, we are saved. 
We stand before God as free from con- 
demnation as if we had never sinned 
at all. 

Moreover, when we thus believe, we 
are saved experimentally. We are born 
again and become part of that new cre- 
ation of which the risen Christ is the 
Head, according as it is written, “Not 
by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regen- 


, eration, and renewing of the Holy 


Ghost” (Titus 3:5). 

There are two aspects to salvation — 
judicial and experimental. As we look 
up in faith to Christ, we are cleared of 
every charge and stand in grace, justi- 
fied before the throne of God. At the 
same moment, we are born again by the’ 
Word and Spirit of God, receiving 
thereby a new nature, with which is - 
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linked a life that loves holiness and 
hates sin. This is why the saved man 
no longer lives as in the dormer days, 
to gratify his selfish, worldly desires, 
but delights to obey God and finds his 
highest joy in serving the One who has 
saved Him. 
I would not work my soul’ to save; 
That work my Lord has done. 
But I would work like any slave 
For love of God’s dear Son. 

If you are not saved, cease all effort 
tc save yourself and look away in faith 
to Him who died for you and rose again, 
and is'now exalted at God’s right hand, 
a Prince and a Saviour, who gives life 
and peace to all who trust Him. It may 
seem “too simple” a way to be saved, 
so far as you are concerned, but it is 
God’s way; and if He is satisfied to for- 
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give and justify freely all who come 
to Him through His Son, should you 
not be satisfied with that which satis- 
fies Him? 


As you daily look up to Him for 
strength in the conflict with sin, He will 
enable you to triumph by His grace over 
every evil propensity and give needed 
power to resist the temptations of the 
Devil, and so you will be saved prac- 
tically from the dominion of sin in the 
flesh. The counteracting power of the 
Holy Spirit will set you free from the 
law of sin and death as you yield your- 
self unto God as one alive from the 
dead, in faith appropriating the life of 
the risen Christ as your life. 


This is to be saved in the full sense 
of the word. 


A Mirror for Sunday School Teachers 


Seeing ourselves as our scholars see us 
By WILLIAM SCOTT 


ITH the poet we have all wished 

for the power to see ourselves as 
others see us. But perhaps that would 
be too much of a shock for us at times, 
and it is better that we get only occa- 
sional glimpses of what we look like to 
others. As teachers we can hold the 
mirror up to ourselves by careful an- 
alysis. 

What is it that we have liked most 
in the teachers we have had in our own 
experience? If you cannot sit down 
quietly, alone, and try to see the pic- 
ture of your Sunday school as a whole, 
and your part in it, take a Sunday off 
and visit another school. It is surpris- 
ing how getting away will help you see 
things in their true perspective. Then, 
too, when you see what you like and 
what you do not like in other teachers, 
you will be better able to hold up the 
mirror to yourself. 


I have worked in many Sunday 
schools during long experience, and 
talked to many Sunday school pupils of 
all ages. The following are some points 
which may help you see yourself as 
your pupils may be seeing you, and 
which may suggest improvements -or 
give you the encouragement you need 
to stimulate you to feel how important 
your work is, especially in these days. 


Classes of all ages like a teacher who 
is prepared, who takes pains to study 
the lesson and give it'a modern applica- 
tion which can be used by them in their 
everyday life. 

Adults especially like a teacher who 
is an example to them of how a Chris- 
tian should live. This takes sincerity 
and sympathy and thought on the part 
of the teacher. Children of all ages 
like to feel they can respect their 
teacher and that the teacher is sympa- 
thetic and understanding toward their 


problems. One teacher of a mixed young 
people’s class meets them once every two 
weeks in an evening of discussion on 
Christian subjects, followed by an hour 
of fellowship. This class has been the 
means of interesting many young people 
in the Sunday school. Here _ religious 
instruction is not confined to the brief 
hour on Sunday, but is made vital in 
the interpretation of their daily life and 
problems. Their Bible teacher is also 
their guide in Christian living, always 
pointing them to Christ and His com- 
mandments, 

In friends, yoy like those who: are 
interested in you and remember you in 
little thoughtful ways. As pupils, you 
feel the same_way toward the teacher 
who sends you ‘cards when you are ab- 
sent, makes personal calls, remembers 
your birthday, sends congratulations and 
other notes of various kinds. 

Many schools are building for the 
future and-serving the present need in 
keeping in touch with.their soldier boys 
by letter, by small gifts, and by sending 
Christian literature. A Bible class I 
know has a secretary in charge of this, 
and each Sunday they take up a small 
collection for the fund. Their soldier 
boys are well taken care of and are kept 
in close touch with the Sunday school. 
It won’t be hard for them to start in 
when they come back. 

Even if pupils come in late themselves, 
they like to have a teacher there on 
time to greet them when they come in. 
Have you ever come in late, breathless 
and disorganized, and then wondered 
why nothing went right in the lesson 
or class? 

A class of young girls were unusually 
prompt in arriving. They changed 
teachers, and the new teacher was chron- 
ically late. Soon the girls, too, came 
late. Then the teacher woke up to the 
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bad example she was unconsciously set- 
ting, ;came promptly, and the improve- 
ment in the girls was noticeable. 
“Variety is the spice of life.” So goes 
the old saying. Variety makes Sunday 
school interesting, too. If you know your 
teacher will use exactly the same method 
each week, you cannot help not giving 
the same attention as when you are on 
the alert, not knowing just what is com- 
ing. A Junior girl complained recently: 
“She always reads the title. Then we 
read the verses, and she explains each 
one. She never tells us a story or. con- 
nects the whole thing up to make sense.” 
Bible drills, questions, discussion, 
reading clippings, telling stories, using 
handwork or blackboard are some of the 
methods of changing the approach. Study 
the age group you are working with, 
and the Sunday school journal for that 
age group, and see what new ideas you 
can work out to give a change to your 
cfass. 
Give all pupils a chance to take part. 
I had a class of boys once, in which I 
could not get a certain boy to talk in 
class. He always answered in monosyl- 
lables. Finally I found out he could 
draw. He made some attractive posters 
and illustrated lessons on the black- 
board, and that was the means of rous- 
ing his interest and getting his active 
participation. Don’t play favorites; give 
all an opportunity to contribute as they 
can. Any effort you expend in this 
direction will be richly rewarded. 
Pupils, like teachers and all other 
humans, like praise. Even when you 
are justified, apparently, in blaming and 
reprimanding, preface it with praise. If 
you look hard enough you will always 
find something to praise. -Praise is the 
greatest stimulus to harder and more 
effective work. Sincere praise will help 
the Lord’s work in your school. at 
If you wish an infallible guide to im- 
prove your teaching, read the Bible, but 
especially the New Testament. The Lord 
Jesus Himself was the perfect Teacher, 
If you will reread His parables you will 
find them an example of how He made 
His teaching interesting, concrete, and 
understandable, by clothing the most 
profound spiritual truths in simplé 
words and examples from everyday life. 
He loved and desired to help His hearers. 
Prayer, faith, and consecration are 
even more important in a Sunday school 
teacher than knowledge. The best text- 
book is the Bible, and no books or helps 
about it will take the place of reading 
and studying the Bible itself. The 
teacher must strive constantly to in: 
crease his understanding of the Book 
he is trying to interpret, making it vital 
in the life of those he teaches. saa garb 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path,” is a splendid 
slogan for the Sunday school teacher. 
He labors not alone; and he should take 
encouragement in this, for “we are 
labourers together with God.” 
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Lesson for July 23 


* Thankful for the Unshakable 


(Continued from second page) 


*mtist have gone *mad and died beside 
that lonely grave.” © 
". “Tf it had not been for Jesus”! Ah, 
‘but the Lord Jesus was there, according 
%o His promise, “Lo, I am with you 
‘alway”; and with Christ’s presence as 
‘his abiding portion the grief-stricken 
missionary was supported and triumphed 
‘gloriously: e 
A Gerrnan Jewish doctor, imprisoned 
by the Gestapo, found Christ through 
reading the New Testament ‘in prison. 
“For two long years,” he writes, “He 
was with me daily. I was conscious 
of His presence hour by hour. All dur- 
ing that frightful time I felt in my soul 
that Christ was by my side, even though 
‘I. was in prison. In all of my life I 
never felt as free as I did during those 
two terrible years behind the walls.” 
That helps us to see how this thing 
works out here and now. To belong to 
‘the kingdom that cannot be moved is 
to be strong and courageous, to be pa- 
tient and enduring, calm and poised as 
we could not otherwise be when the 
dark things of life bear in. To have our 
life rooted in the eternal frees us from 
being overconcerned about the: tem- 
poral. The shaking of the things that 
can be shaken occasions no panic in 
those whose portion is with the king- 
dom that cannot be moved. Their song 
then is’ this: 
When all around my soul gives way 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
~ Is He all our hope and stay? To 
which are we attached, the shifting or 
the enduring, the things that can be 
shaken or those that cannot be moved? 
That is a very important question to- 
day. As our youth face the hazards 
of war, and as dear ones at home anx- 
iously wonder how it will go with them, 
there is nothing sufficient for such an 
hour except for us all to belong to the 
kingdom that abides. Then, come life, 
come death, all is well. 
: A&A young Londoner now in the R.A-F. 
told in my hearing of an experience 
that was his in the days of the terrible 
bombing of London in 1940. One Sunday 
morning after a bad night, he and his 
mother made their way through the 
debris and rubble to attend the morn- 
ing. worship at their church, only to 
find on arriving that it was a bombed 
Tuin. The minister and a few others 
had gathered and it was decided to hold 
a service in the unroofed ruins. They 
found a few hymnbooks, and standing 
in the midst of that scene of destruc- 
tion those Christian believers sang: 
In heavenly love abiding, 
No change my heart shall fear; 
And safe is such confiding, 
For nothing changes here: 
The storm may roar about me, 
My heart may low be laid; 
But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed? 
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That young man said the impression 
made by the singing of those lines un- 
der such circumstances could . never 
leave him. Within the next year- he 
was called to. pass through bereavement 
and other trials, but always in the dark 
hour the words returned and sang them- 
selves over and over in his soul: 

But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed? 
He could endure “as seeing him who is 
invisible,” and through Him be “more 
than conqueror.” 


An officer in the British army in the 
earlier days of the present war had had 
little interest in anything Christian, but 
all at once he began attending the serv- 
ices conducted by the chaplain, much 
to the latter’s surprise. When this had 
gone on for a while, the chaplain ven- 
tured to speak to the officer about his 
“awakening of interest in spiritual things, 


wondering what had occasioned the 


change. “Well, Padre,” said the officer, 
“I suppose you would say I’ve been 
converted, and in the strangest way. 
Part of my duty has been to censor 
letters written by the men. I found 
such frequent expressions of faith, and 
references to what God meant to them 
in the letters of my men that I began 
to realize that I was missing something 
very vital in life, and I determined that 
I would seek the Lord myself.” 


When the temporal things are being 
shaken the value of eternal things comes 
clearly to light. “Wherefore we receiv- 
ing a kingdom which cannot be moved, 
let us be filled with thankfulness.” 


Let mountains from their seats be hurled 
Down to the deep and buried there, 
Convulsions shake the solid world, 
Our faith shall never yield to fear. 


Zion enjoys her Monarch’s love, 
Secure against the threatening hour; 
Nor can her firm foundation move, 
Built on His faithfulness and power. 


Columbia Bible College Does 
Not Teach “Purgatory” 
(Continued from second page) 


ing, stating that “it does not support 
any theory of a purgatory for Christians, 
gauged as to endurance on the basis of 
the failures of the Christian.” At one 
important point the Editor misappre- 
hends my interpretation of the parable 
of the talents. He writes: , 


Dr. M. explains that his book, written 
ten years ago, had no connection with 
any special outer darkness teaching. He 
does not believe that any true believer 
goes into any kind of a purgatory, for 
any period of time. He does believe that 
the condemned man of the parable (as- 
signed to weeping and wailing in outer 
darkness) represents a true Christian wh6 
has not been faithful in service. He takes 
the position that the words are here used 
in warning against slothfulness and the 
resulting unspeakable loss. He takes the 
words in the light of 1 John 2:28 and 1 
Corinthians 3:13—the suffering of loss 


(5) 485 


and shame at the time of the Lord’s com- 
ing. 


In the article of the February issue 
he writes: 

Because this one-talent man is called a 
“servant” (doulos), the Greek word being 
the same as used of true servants of 
Christ, it is argued that this precludes 
the possibility of the man being an un- 
regenerate. The outer darkness into 
which he goes is therefore taken of an 
intermediate state of separation from God 
into which unprofitable Christians will 
pass. 

But this is not the position taken in 
my comments on this parable. I wrote: 
“To come back to the parable, it is clear 
that these unfaithful servants represent 
professing Christians. It is also clear 
that there are professing Christians un- 
faithful in service who never have been 
born again. But there are also Chris- 
tians who are on the foundation of 
Christ Jesus, and yet are building wood, 
hay, stubble upon that foundation. These 
also are unfaithful servants. They will 
suffer loss, or ‘damage.’ May we judge 
then, that the servant in the parable 
may be either a lost man or a saved man. 
In any case, the warning of the parable 
is against unfaithfulness in service. If 
one is an unprofitable servant, there is 
no evidence to others or to himself that 
he is really saved. It is characteristic of 
these warnings of our Lord that He does 
not seek to distinguish between the un- 
faithful ones who may be saved and 
those who may be mere professors. The 
warning is given that the truly saved 
ones may turn from their unfaithful- 
ness and that those who are not saved 
may be constrained to find Christ.” 

It will be seen that the suggestion here 
is not a teaching that the unfaithful 
servant must represent a saved man, but 
rather concerns the application of the 
warning to saved people. The fact that 
“outer darkness” is definitely used in 
other Scriptures as a description of the 
punishment of lost souls (Matt. 8:12) 
may indicate that the punishment of the 
unfaithful servant should be regarded 
here also as punishment belonging only 
to one who is lost. In that case, 
the warning to unfaithful believers 
would be to turn them back from any 
unfaithfulness that would be similar to 
a professing Christian who is not saved. 
A similar application may be made of 
the unfaithful servant in the parable of 
the Pounds and of the unforgiving serv- 
ant in Matthew 18: 34. 

Unfortunately this so-called “outer 
darkness teaching” has been used by 
some to support the dangerous error of 
the restoration of all things. They con- 
clude that Christ’s warnings in the Gos- 
pels concerning punishment practically 
all apply to believers, not to lost men. 
From this they, argue that all punish- 
ment is temporary and limited in dura- 
tion, and is remedial in character. This 
overlooks the solemn fact that there is 
no suggestion of any repentance and- 


(Continued on page 493) 





486 (6) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


July 8, 1944 


LESSON 4. JULY 23. WOMAN'S PART IN NATIONAL LIFE ° 


International Uniform Lesson.— Judges 4 and 5; printed text, Judges 4:1-9, 13-16 
Golden Text.—Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this ?—Esther 4:14 


Kurc James Version 


Judges 4:1 And the children of Israel again did evil in the 
sight of the Lorp, when Ehud was dead. 

2 And the Lorp sold them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was 
Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 

3 And the children of Israel cried unto the Lorp: for he had 
nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily 
oppressed the children of Israel. 

4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 
Israel] at that time. 

5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and the children of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. 

6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of 
Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lorpy God of 
Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, 
and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naph- 


8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I 
will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. 

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the 
journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the 
Lorp shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah 
arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 


13 And Sisera gathered toggther all his chariots, even nine 
hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, 
from. Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in 
which the Lorp hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the 
Lorp gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount 
Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 

15 And the Lorp discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all 
his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; so that Sisera 
lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

16 But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, 
unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell 





tali and of the children of Zebulun? 


7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; and 


I will deliver him into thine hand. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS always an evidence of declen- 
I sion among God’s people when 

women have to take the place of 
leaders, and thus assume responsibilities 
from which they would otherwise be 
shielded. The prophet Isaiah, in a later 
day, bewailed the fact that things had 
reached so low a depth in Judah that 
women ruled over them (Isa. 3:12). 
This is not to belittle women, nor to 
imply that they are in any way inferior 
to men. But as the mothers of the 
race their place is in the home and their 
position in the order of nature is that 
of dependence rather than that of head- 
ship (1 Cor. 11:3). 

But when men fail to rise to their 
privileges and to assume the responsi- 
bilities belonging to them, God, in His 
sovereignty, often brings godly and pru- 
dent women to the front, who by their 
spiritual energy and divinely-directed 
wisdom put to shame those who should 
have taken the place of leadership and 
led their weaker brethren. We see this 
in the story of Deborah, as in that of 
Esther, in the Old Testament, and Pris- 
cilla, the gifted wife of Aquila, in the 
New Testament. 

When all was chaos in Israel, and 
anarchy and impiety prevailed, God laid 
His hand upon Deborah, “a mother in 
Israel,” the wife of a man named Lapi- 
doth (of whom we should never have 
heard had it not been for the fact that 
he had so renowned a wife), and through 
her, not only delivered His people from 
the cruel oppression of Jabin, king of 
Canaan, but guided them afterward in 
paths of righteousness and obedience to 


upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man left. 


His Word. So, for some forty years the 
land had vest (Judges 5:31), and peace 
and prosperity were enjoyed by those 
who, until her days, were living in con- 
stant fear and dread. 

We have seen many a devoted Debo- 
rah raised up in our own days who by 
her faithfulness to God and His Word 
has put to shame the spineless and in- 
different shepherds of the flock who have 
failed to stand firmly for the great 
foundation truths of the faith, and so 
have become largely responsible for the 
appalling spiritual decline we are now 
facing. All honor to these noble women 
who refuse to yield to the vaunted schol- 
arship of the day, when it denies the 
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ! 


The Historical Setting 


The first of the judges was Othniel, 
the heroic son-in-law of Caleb the 
wholehearted. After him arose Ehud, 
a left-handed man (one whose strength 
was made perfect in weakness), and he, 
in turn, was succeeded by Shamgar. 
These judged Israel over a period of 
about a hundred and twenty years, 
when things were again in a most de- 
plorable condition, and after twenty 
years’ oppression by the Canaanites Is- 
rael cried to’ God for deliverance and 
He raised up Deborah. 

Verse by Verse 

Judges 4:1—“The children of Israel 
again did evil ... when Ehud was dead.” 
It seems evident that declension had 
begun in the days of Shamgar, Ehud’s 
successor, and this went on unchecked 
until judgment fell upon the backsliding 
people. 

Verse 2—“The Lord sold them into 
the hand of Jabin king of Canaan.” Man 
might have reasoned otherwise and in- 
sisted that it was Satan who stirred 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 


and used by permission, 


Jabin up against Israel. But Scripture 
tells us it was the Lord who in this way 
undertook to chasten His people. Faith 
knows no second causes, but traces 
everything back to God. 


Verse 3.—“The children of Israel cried 
unto the Lord: for .*. . he mightily op- 
pressed the children of Israel.” They 
who could so easily forget the Lord in 
fair weather were driven to Him by 
the storms of trouble and persecution, 


and they always found His ear open to_ 


their cry when they repented of their 
sins and humbled themselves before 
Him. . 

Verse 4.—“Deborah, a prophetess, ... 
judged Israel at that time.” God had 
one woman to whom He could reveal 
Himself and through whom He could 
make known His will. To her He com- 
mitted the task of judging and shepherd- 
ing His people. Her name means, “a 
bee,” and she was both a honeybee to 
Israel and a stinging-bee to their en- 
emies. 

Verse 5.—“She dwelt under the palm 
tree . . . in mount Ephraim: and the 
children of Israel came up to her for 
judgment.” Evidently the people real- 
ized that God had gifted her above 
others and given her wisdom to help 
them in their difficulties, and so they 
came to her open-air court, or possibly 
to her home, built under the shadow 
of a palm tree. 

Verse 6—“She sent and called Barak: 

. and said . . . Hath not the Lord 
God of Israel commanded, saying, Go.” 
Barak was apparently the commander- 
in-chief of what was left of the armies 
of Israel, but he had neither the courage 
nor the initiative to defy the hosts of 
Jabin. It was the word of the Lord 
through this energetic woman that was 























Kishon.” 
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used to arouse him to some sense of 
his duty. ' 


Verse 7.—“I will draw unto thee to 
the river Kishon Sisera, the captain of 
Jabin’s army ... and I will deliver 
him into thine hand.” It was the word 
of the eternal God—He promised to 
give victory to His people if they acted 
int Obedience to His voice. He Himself 
would stir up the army of which Sisera 
was the general, and bring them into 
conflict with the force under Barak in 
order that the Lord might be magnified 
in the defeat of the Canaanites and the 
déliverance of Israel. 


Verse 8.—“Barak said unto her, If thou 
wilt go with me, then I will go: but if 
... not ...I1 will not go.” It wasa 
sad case of the weakness and hesitancy 
of the flesh. Barak had more confidence 
in Deborah herself than in the One who 
spoke through her. It is clear that he 
knew nothing of acting in simple faith 


in God. ‘He must have a human arm 


on which to lean, and he did not seem 
to realize how shameful it was that he, 
the head of the army, should be de- 
pendent on a woman! 


Verse 9.—“She said, I will surely go 
with thee: notwithstanding ... the Lord 
shall sell Sisera into the hand of a 
woman.” Deborah must have had a 
sense of amused contempt as she agreed 
to go with Barak to the battle. How- 
ever, she declared that he would get no 
honor from the defeat of the enemy, but 
another woman would be used to de- 
stroy Sisera. 


Verse 13.—Sisera gathered together all 
his chariots . .. unto the river of 
It was a vast host, and in 
comparison the army of Israel was piti- 
fully small, but God was about to dem- 
onstrate once more that it is not human 
might or strategy that brings victory, 
but the unlimited power of His out- 
stretched arm. 


Verse 14.—“Deborah said unto Barak, 
Up; for this is the day in which the Lord 
hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: 
is not the Lord gone before thee?” The 
initiative was with Deborah to the very 
last. Barak had to be spurred on by 
her in order to defeat the army of 
Jabin. She knew that it was the Lord 
who would give the victory, and so 
she urged Barak to move forward and 
attack the vast host in faith. 

Verse 15—“The Lord discomfited Sis- 
era ... and [he] fled away on his feet.” 
Mighty armies and military genius count 
for nothing if God fights on the other 
side. Barak’s little cohort of ten thou- 
sand men proved more than a match 
forthe nine hundred chariots of iron 
and the vast hordes that fought under 
Sisera’s banner. The Canaanite general, 
utterly discomfited, fled ingloriously 
from the field, only to be slain at last 
by another brave woman, Jael, the wife 
of Heber the Kenite, and that with the 
tent-pin of a nomad’s frail tabernacle. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. July 16.—Successes and Failures of 
ee re ee Judges 2:1 to 3:7 
Next Week’s Lesson 
5. July 30.—Gideon’s Faithful Few. 
Judges 6, 7, and 8 











Verse 16—‘“Barak pursued after the 
chariots, and after the host ... and there 
was not a man left.” At last Barak jus- 
tified the confidence Deborah had placed 
in him. The campaign ended in the 
complete blotting out of the army of 
Sisera. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It has often been said that God is 
on the side of. the strongest and best- 
equipped battalions. But this is not 
necessarily true. God is on the side of 
the man or woman who dares to be- 
lieve His Word and act in accordance 
with it. Deborah knew God, and she 
dared to count upon Him to do as He 
had said. She sought to imbue Barak 
with this same confidence. God did not 
disappoint her, but honored her faith 
and delivered His people. 


A Lesson Outline 

Israel’s wickedness (Judges 4:1) 

Divine retribution (v. 2) 

Turning to God in repentance (v. 3) 

A woman the instrument of blessing (v. 
5) 

The call to Barak (vs. 6, 7) 

Barak’s hesitation (v. 8) 

Deborah’s assurance (v. 9) 

Sisera’s army in array (v. 13) 

Deborah arouses Barak (v. 14) 

The Lord’s victory (vs. 15, 16) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Abnormal circumstances call for ab- 
normal remedies. When men fail to 
answer to the call of God He raises up 
devoted women to carry out His will, 
and to put their brethren to shame. 
In Psalm 68:11 we are told, “The Lord 
gave the word: great was the company 
of those that published it.” Moffatt 
translates this, “When the Lord sent 
news of victory, the women who told 
it were a mighty host.” We may well 
thank God for such a host of devoted 
women today. 


Applications and Summaries 

The Jabin of this chapter is not to 
be confused with an earlier king of the 
same.name destroyed by Joshua (Josh. 
11:1). Royal names are commonly re- 
peated in the same dynasty. 

Lapidoth, the~ husband of Deborah, 
does not appear upon the scene. At 
least he did not seek to hinder his wife 
from carrying out her divinely-given 
cemmission. 

When God puts His seal upon the tes- 
timony of a woman, we need to be very 
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careful about belittling her, lest we be 
found in conflict with Him who has 
called her for some special service. 


God has honored womanhood in many 
ways. Through her came the Saviour. 
Women were the last at the cross and 
the first at the open tomb, and it was 
to them the first resurrection message 
was committed. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HEN God brings women into special 
prominence, what does it imply? 


2. Why was a woman judge accepta- 
ble to the Israelites? 


3. What other characteristics did Deborah 
possess? 
4. What kind of leader was Barak? 


5. Was it cowardly of Barak to ask for 
Deborah’s presence on the battle front? 


6. What shows Deborah’s greatness in 
humility as well as in other qualities? 

7. In what ways can Christian women 
help their country and their Lord today? 


(Answers on page 491) 
wg 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Chariots of Iron—And the children 
of Israel cried unto the Lord: for he 
had nine hundred chariots of iron 
(Judges 4:3). “Chariots of iron.” What 
were they like, that they produced ter- 
ror in the hearts of the Israelites? From 
the pictures of the monuments, a chariot 
was like a big sugar scoop on wheels. 
The warrior stands erect with weapon 
in hand. Whether the chariot was wood 
or iron would not matter. Were the 
“chariots of iron” something special? 

As I write this note the second World 
War is on. Shops all over the land are 
busy night and day making “chariots of 
iron.” We call them “tanks.” They are 
terrible machines of destruction. 

But Israel was secure from destruction 
because Israel had a judge who was true 
to God and ruled for God. Deborah 
had piety plus ability, like lots of godly 
women down the ages. Such women 
are invincible. 

There was Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
land. Protestantism had only lately 
come to England in her father Henry 
VIII. There was an “Axis” that came 
after “Good Queen Bess.” It was called 
“The Invincible Armada,” and it came 
from Spain. Then the Lord sent the 
storm, and every schoolboy knows the 
story. 

Later came another Deborah. Her 
name was Victoria. She, like Deborah, 
ruled for the Lord. We call the years 
of her reign “The Victorian Age.” John 
Bull came to his greatest prosperity 
during this period. 

Where would our churches be if it 
were not for our Deborahs, the women . 
who “run things” for the Lord and make. 
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the church prosper? Happy a home that 
is ruled by a Deborah. When you young 
fellows want a wife, forget “charm” and 
“glamour,” and pick a good little Deb- 
orah I 


Just Deborah.—If thou wilt go with 
me, then I will go (v. 8). Barak seems 
to have been quite willing to be tied 
to the apron strings of a strong woman. 
Deborah seems to have had no objection, 
and probably said in the Hebrew of the 
day, “All right with me, General, but 
the Lord is going to give us the victory. 
If you go alone, to you will be all the 
glory and credit. If I go there will be 
no honor for you. The Lord shall sell 
Sisera into the hand of a woman” (v. 9). 

Deborah was a real, genuine woman. 
She did not want any glory for herself. 
She felt secure in her relation to God. 
Your Deborah of the same sort feels 
the same way. She wants you to go out 
and play the man’s part in the world’s 
affairs. She wants to be proud of you. 
No real woman wants a man hiding 
behind her skirts. There are those who 
have their religion in the wife’s name! 

I like this old Queen Elizabeth story. 
Elizabeth called upon a leading London 
merchant to go on a mission to the Low 
Countries for her. “What will become 
of my business while I am away repre- 
senting you, Your Majesty?” The Queen 
replied, “My dear sir, thinkest thou that 
I am so poor a Queen that the affairs 
of any servant of mine can suffer while 
he is about my affairs?” 

The merchant went on the mission, 
and thus was founded one of England’s 
great aristocratic families. 

Deborah would have been glad to have 
General Barak become the “big man” in 
her administration. She was happy to be 
“just Deborah” the Lord’s representative 
and administrator. 


“Up; for This Is the Day.”—Up; for 
this is the day in which the Lord hath 
delivered Sisera into thine hand (v. 14). 
Some years ago when we had this les- 
son, I wrote the following “free verse” 
on this text. Mr. J. W. Humphrey of 
Chatham, Ontario, had the lines printed 
on a wall card. He sent me one that 
hung in my library and lasted through 
many spring and fell _ disturbances 
known as “house cleaning.” It has dis- 
appeared, and no doubt is safely repos- 
ing between the pages of some book. 

Up, for this is the day, 

The day to keep the heart pure 

And the hands clean, 

The day to keep the head level, 

The day to boost the other fellow 

The day to be kind, 

The day to do one’s level best, 

The day to improve on yesterday, 

The day to make good. 

This time in which we Jive is one of 
slogans. Every now and then some com- 
pany offers a substantial prize for a good 
slogan with which to advertise its 
product. You can name some. “School- 
girl complexion,” “It floats,” “There’s a 
reason.” Go right on. 
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Our company made a machine that 
was operated by steam. At a lawsuit 
in West Chester I heard an old rolling 
mill man, explaining how a machine 
worked, say, “Ya see, Judge, we jist 
hook ‘er up to the biler.” 

In our advertising we adopted as our 
slogan, “Hook ’er to the biler.” The 
slogan became of more value than our 
patents. I changed our ad in every issue 
of the trade papers, and at times intro- 
duced a religious note. In one card I 
printed a list of about a dozen of the 
country’s biggest concerns who used our 
machine, and called attention to the fact 
that the heads of these companies were 
church and Sunday school folks. I am 
known as “Old Hook ’er to tne Biler” 
ih the line of trade we served. 

All of this is to say that “Up; for this 
is the day” is a fine slogan. God and 
the world need this sort of men and 
women, folks who are “on their toes” 
for all that is good in the world, and 
especially for the Kingdom of God. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee that we can go forward with 
our tasks notwithstanding the opposition that 
threatens to turn us aside from the way. 
We thank Thee that we are in Thy hands, and 
the numbers of the host that may be against 
us are as nothing compared with what Thou 
art to those who rest their cause with Thee. 
Give us, we pray Thee, courage for this day, 
and for every other day. Grant that we may 
have all needed help from Thee, and that 
when we call upon Thy servants to lead in 
our behalf, and in Thy name, we may re- 
joice in the outcome of their leadership. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 


After the. Lesson—Do you feel that 
you have no real part in the life of our 
nation? What is the Golden Text? Yes, 
“Who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
Many such times occurred in the life of 
the people of Israel, and they sometimes 
became very discouraged and downcast, 
but God would have His own plan for 
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restoring them. to power and usefulness 
when they became obedient to Him. 
Deborah was one of the leaders in whom 
the people placed their confidence. They 
were willing to go into troublesome cir- 
cumstances if only they might be sure 
she would go with them. God may be 
using one of us in special ways for real 


leadership in these days, causing us to- 


do for Him what we had never thought 
would be committed to us. We ought 


to be ready for willing and glad obe- 
dience to His call when others are de- 
pending on us. If any of us do not feel 
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quite strong enough for the struggle, 
let us ask Him to take charge of life 
for us, and be faithful ourselves in fol- 
lowing Him, no matter what odds may 
seem to be against us. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


The Rewution Round Table 


Hey loonene 2 De 





in pen BS the lesso: 
Tables” ‘pret Preference is gi 


on the peaee lesson text. Because the 
oe paper chesteae, readers are WF 
the total submitted on each lesson te 
four illustrations. 


Why She Was Afflicted —Who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this? (Esther 4:14, 
Golden Text.) Mary Leahan, daughter 
of missionary parents, was born in 
Shanghai. She herself was a missionary 
for years, but became. afflicted with 
spinal meningitis, and as a result was 
condemned to a life of invalidism. She 
could have given up, and gotten hard 
and bitter, but she didn’t. It was after 
she became a confirmed invalid that she 
began her greatest work, that of trans- 
literating the Bible into phonetic Chi- 
nese. The Covenanter Witness says: “Her 
system reduces the thousands of Chi- 
nese characters to thirty-seven symbols. 
The Chinese Government is trying to 
eliminate illiteracy, and therefore allows 
no schoolteacher to teach without a 
knowledge of the phonetic system. Miss 
Leahan believes that she was deprived 
of her health in order that she might 
be led into a far more important work. 
A group of beggar children in Shanghai, 
used as a demonstration of the working 
of this phonetic system, were under in- 
struction only fourteen days when they 
read at sight passages placed before 
them, and so astonished the Chinese 
businessmen that they broke out into 
applause. It will surely be a marvel- 
ous help in the promotion of mission 
work.” It may be that this one life— 
and that an invalid—will be used of 
God more than any dozen men in bring- 
ing the Gospel to China! How marvel- 
ous are the dealings of God!—From 
Christian Victory. . Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Mason City; Nebr. Prize illugtra- 
tion. 


Not on God’s Grounds.—lIsrael again 
did evil in the sight of the Lord (Judges 
4:1). The old shepherd who offered 
prayer in a Welsh revival meeting put 
it exactly right when he lamented his 
backslidings in these words: “Lord, I 
got among the thorns and briars, and 
was scratched and torn and bleeding; 
but, Lord, it is only fair to say that it 
was not on Thy ground; I had wandered 
out of Thy pastutre.”—From “Cyclopedia 
of Religious Anecdotes,” by Lawson. 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, * Firthcliffe, 
N. Y. 
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* ~The Secret of Malta’s Endurance.— 
» And I will deliver him into thine hand 
(Judges 4:7). We read in the Gowen 
¢°Field Beacon: “Malta’s long resistance 
against Nazi odds was attributed directly 
to the force of prayer by General Dob- 
bie, former governor of the island. De- 
scribing this force, the General says: 
‘During the two years of the siege, I 
was very conscious of the good hand of 
*God upon us. I am sure that the con- 
~ -tinued safety of Malta was ultimately 
* jdue to His divine protection. I am con- 
vinced that God does still answer 
> prayer. I believe that recognition of this 
* fact was the secret of the spirit, endur- 
> anee, and fortitude shown by so many 
“persons in Malta’"—From Moody 
Monthly. .Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
.. Piedmont, W. Va. 


“Worth More by His Side.—If thou wilt 
“go with me, then I will go (Judges 4: 
8). Miss Boothe tells of that high tribute 
’. the General (Chiang Kai-shek) recently 
“paid to his wife when an ~inter- 
‘ viewer urged him to send Madame to 
2: America, saying she would be worth a 
whole Chinese division to him in this 
country. The General replied, “Ah, but 
» she is worth ten divisions to me here 
**by my side."—From Prophecy Monthly. 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, 
N. Y. 


Why the Women Were There.—And 
she said, I will surely go with thee: 
notwithstanding the journey that thou 
takest shall not be for thine honour 
(Judges 4:9). Dr. H. A. Ironside tells 
how some years ago Dr. H. H. Snell, 
an English Bible teacher of repute, was 
walking along a busy street with a 
brother in the Lord, when their atten- 

tion was attracted to two women who 
“ ‘were conducting a street meeting, giv- 
.,. ing out-the. Gospel to a great throng of 
.. hoth sexes. The unnamed brother, a 
.. Xigid stickler as to the letter of the 
_. Word, turned to the Doctor and said, 
“. “What a disgusting thing to see. those 
.. women so forgetful of their place as 

to be preaching in public!” The vener- 
able Dr. Snell replied, “My brother, it 
. is because you and I are not there that 
“God is using them.”—Sent by E. M. 
_. James, Toronto, Can. 


‘If We Had Our Rights—That thou 
-takest shall not be. for thine honour 
(Judges 4:9). Many years ago as a 
little fellow I attended a meeting in 
Toronto where some difficulty had come 
up between brethren. One man, spring. 
ing to his feet and with Clenched fist, 
., said, “I will put up with a good deal, 
but one thing I will not put up with: 
I will not allow you to put anything 
over on me; I will have my rights!” 
An old Scotsman... said,... “But you 
did not. mean that, did ,you? Your 
rights? If you had your rights you 
would be in hell, wouldn’t you? And 
you are forgetting; aren’t you; that Jesus 
did not come to get His rights; He came 
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to get His wrongs, and He got them.” 
. .. Like one transfixed, tears fell from 
his eyes, and he said, “Brethren, I have 
been all wrong. Handle the case as you 
think best.” Everything was settled in 
three minutes.—From H. A. Ironside, in 
Christian Digest. Sent by Hazel Thom- 
son, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


For Primary Teachers 
_ By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we have a story about a 

woman who was one of the judges 
God called to lead His people. She is 
one of a very few women that the Bible 
tells us about, who did great things. 
In fact, there are two women in the 
lesson today. ' 

- Quiz ‘ 

1, Who was the prophetess who judged 
Israel? Judges 4:4. 

2. Where did she live? Judges 4:5. 

3. Whom did God call to lead the army 
of Israel against the king of Canaan? 
Judges 4:6, 7. 

4. Who had to go with him, or he 
wouldn’t go? Judges 4:8. 

5. Did God give the Israelites the vic- 
tory? Judges 4: 14-16. 
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6. Who killed the captain of the Ca- 
naanite army? Judges 4:17-21. 

7. What is the Memory Verse? Haggai 
2:4. 

God is always seeking for a person to 
do His will. Sometimes God uses men, 
and again He uses a woman or a child. 
Several times we are told how God used 
a woman for great things He wanted 
done. Deborah is one, and another was 
Esther. You remember how she became 
queen of Persia, and saved her people, 
the Jews, by pleading for them with the 
king. You will read how she took her 
life in her hands and appeared before 
the king without his asking her to come, 
trusting God to touch the king’s heart, 
which He did. 

God called Mary of Nazareth to be 
the mother of Jesus, an honor all Jew- 
ish women had wanted for hundreds of 
years, for each had hoped to be the 
mother of the Messiah. Then we read 
about Lydia, a Greek woman, probably, 
whom God used to help build up the 
new church in Europe, and Priscilla 
who helped to teach Apollos, one of the 
great preachers of that day. 

And God uses little children to do His 
will. You all know about the little Jew- 
ish maiden, a captive in Babylon, who 
told her mistress about the prophet in 



















Better far the sting of 
a Deborah (“abee”),than 
the sting of death, ¢ 
which is sin. 
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Israel who could heal the great General 
Naaman of his leprosy. You can’t forget 
the little boy with the five loaves and 
two fishes which he gave to Jesus, and 
Jésus fed five thousand men with them. 
Timothy was just a young man when he 
went with Paul to help preach the 
Gospel: 

All over-the world today God is using 
boys and girls to tell the story of sal- 
vation to other boys and girls, and even 
to mothers and brothers and sisters and 
fathers, too. You may have heard of 
the Child Evangelism classes, many of 
them in this country and South America, 
where the children are taught how to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
then they tell other children, and bring 
them to the classes. 


Just the other day I heard a children’s 
program over the radio, and how they 
sang! There were almost a hundred of 
them in the studio, I was told. They 
told the story of salvation over the 
radio, and they tell their friends about 
Jesus. They belong to the Good News 
Club, and Uncle Paul talks to them on 
their radio programs. “Uncle Paul” is 
the Rev. Paul Pietsch of Turlock, Calif., 
Box 11. He is sending out lessons to 
about six hundred children, and they 
are all learning how to go out and tell 
the story of salvation to others. 


Similar programs designed to reach 
the children for Christ are conducted 
by: the Children’s Bible Hour, Box 1, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Dr. Walter Wilson, 
care of the Kansas City Bible College, 
524 Keith and Perry Bldg., Kansas City 
6, Mo.; and. the Child Evangelism Fel- 
lowship of New York, 38 Park Row, 
New York 7. 

What are you doing about being a 
little missionary? 

Mopesto, Catir. * 

we 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is a temptation to 

address this lesson to the girls, for 
here is a story beginning with the chal- 
lenge of a woman to a man, leading him 
to high endeavor and success, and clos- 
ing with a murderous tent pin in the 
hand of another woman which ended 
the life of a defeated army general. 
Deborah and Jael (Judges 4) show in 
two important ways what women are 
capable of. 

From the beginning of the world there 
have been notable examples of women 
who had great power—some for evil, 
and some for good. It is no trifle when 
you choose your girl friend. She is apt 
to be dynamite in one direction or the 
other, and you will most probably go 
the way which her influence suggests. 
A girl who has high conceptions of true 
womanhood, and is loyal to them, will 
be a help to keep you from slipping 
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and to make your life worth something; 
and, boy, you need it! You will ‘never 
get it from a cigarette smoker; she will 
help you go déwn grade. 

In the Grand Central Station, New 
York City, there are two levels. At 
the door of the Women’s Lounge on the 
Upper Level I saw this sign posted: 
“Smoking not allowed. Smoking is per- 
mitted in the Women’s Rest Room on 
the Lower Level.” That sign was cer- 
tainly doing some talking. 

Yes, your girl friend will very defi- 
nitely help you upward or pull you 
downward. 

Let me tell you about a girl friend of 
mine, and what she did. We were con- 
genial in many ways, but on one point 
we were not. She loved her church. 
That was because she loved her Lord. 
I was a member of the same church, 
but quite’ indifferent. The only place 
I could find her on Sunday evenings was 
at the Christian Endeavor meeting and 
the evening church service. From there 
I.could escort her home and spend the 
following hour with her. I would sit 
in one of the back seats at the CE. 
meeting and, to relieve (for me) the 
boredom of the proceedings, would 
amuse myself noting the awkwardness 
and stammering of the young “hopefuls” 
trying to take part. 

One boy was quite funny when he 
tried to pray, as the leader called upon 
him. He apose in a faltering way, shut 
his eyes tightly, made a terrible face, 
sputtered a few incoherent words, said 
“for Christ’s sake,” and sat down. I 
thought that was awfully funny. I was 
still snickering over it when my girl 
friend and I started for her home at 
the close of the service. 

It was a date when there would be 
no ayening church service, so there was 
rt, meni of a longer visit. As we 
started along the sidewalk, I remarked 
with a grin, “Well, didn’t Horace make 
a fool of himself tonight!” I tremble 
to think of what might have been the 
consequences if she had joined in the 
laugh with me; but she didn’t. She 
stopped right there, turned and looked 
me squarely in the face; and said, “Yes, 
and I hope that some day you will be 
man enough to make a fool of yourself 
in the same way!” Boy, did that sting 
me! It cut to the quick. I did not 
weigh more than 120 pounds then, but 
I considered myself a man; and here was 
my best girl friend very strongly inti- 
mating that I wassenot. 

We walked all the way to her home 
in silence. I wanted to show her how 
mad I was. At the front door I stiffly 
bowed and said, “Good night.” She 
sweetly answered, “Good night,” and 
entered the house as though it was a 
very casual matter. I turned and went 
down the steps, infuriated. I, not a 
man? But as I walked along over the 
course we had come a few minutes be- 
fore, I began to come to my senses. I 


July 8, T944~ 


was supposed to be a Christian, had a 
saintly Christian mother, had been 
taught in the Scriptures, and now what? 
Well, just a cipher for Jesus Christ. 
And as I walked and meditated.I came 
to the same spot where my girl friend 
had faced me and rebuked me — it re- 
quired a lot of courage, for I knew she 
would not carelessly toss away my 
friendship. I stopped and looked up at~ 
the electric street light that had shined 
in her flashing eye; and I said to my- 
self: “She is right. Horace is a man, 
and I’m a fool. Horace is willing to 
make a fool of himself for Christ’s sake, 
but I’m a fool for a fool’s sake.” Well, 
fellows, to finish up the story without 
any more details, just two weeks from 
that Sunday night I was standing ex- 
actly where Horace had stood, sputter- 
ing my first effort at praying in public. 
But I often think of it; suppose she had 
not had the courage to challenge me 
that night as she did. I seriously doubt . 
if I would be having the gracious priv- 
ilege of talking to you fellows in the 
columns of THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres. 


Avon Park, FLA. 
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Lesson for July 23 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The quesfions are on page 487) 


1. It implies that men have failed in their 
responsibilities. 


2. Deborah possessed faith and energy and 
the power of stimulating faith in others. 
This gave Israel confidence in her. 


3. Deborah was a woman of unusual ten- 
derness, understAnding, sympathy, courage, 
and faith in God. 


4. Barak was a man who lacked initiative 
and vision, and he needed to be constantly 
prodded in order to make him act in the 
hour of trial. 


5. Barak was not commended for this 

choice, but, at the same time, it did show 
his recognition of constant, believing 
prayer. 
- 6. Her desire to have Barak secure the 
honor of the victory, and her unstinted 
praise of another woman, Jael, as the hero- 
ine who slew Sisera. 


7. Women can help through prayer, Bible 
instruction, upholding the ideals of Chris- 
tian home life, working toward a Christian 
influence in the schools, recreation, and 
health problems of the community; and 
they should be examples of devotion to 
Christ and so wait upon the Lord for a 
definite commission for Christian service in 
other areas. 

+ 





For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


O YOU know a Sunday school class 

named “Busy Bees”? Deborah 
means “bee”; she was rightly named, 
for her days must have been busy. She 
was married and had a home to look 
after, no doubt, but she had time to 
help others, too. She was understand- 
ing and motherly, and God’s Spirit was 
with her and gave her wisdom so that 
she could speak for Him, and her home 
under the palm tree became a center 
of gand influence. (A poster may show 
a palm cut from green paper and Deb- 
orah beneath. -Add Barak later.) 

Because the Israelites had disobeyed 
God again, He had let them be con- 
quered for twenty years by another 
nation whose king had an army of iron 
chariots. Roads were not safe to travel. 
People dared not stay in the open coun- 
try. They had no weapons to protect 
themselves. ; 

One day Deborah sent a message to 
a man living far to the north, named 
Barak, to come see her. When he ar- 
rived, she said: “Has not the Lord God 
of Israel commanded, ‘Go toward Mount 
Tabor with an army of ten thousand 
men. ... I will draw to you, to the 
Kishon River, Sisera, the enemy gen- 
eral, with his chariots and his great 
army; and I will deliver him into your 
hand’?” 

Said Barak, “If you’ll go with me, Ill 
go; but if you won’t, I won't.” 

“Surely, P'll go with you,” she replied. 
“But in that case you won’t get the 
honor. The Lord will give Sisera over 
to a woman.” 








Sisera gathered all his army and chari- 
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ots in the great plain through which the 
Kishon River flows. One day Deborah 
id to Barak, “Get up. This is the day in 
hich the Lord delivers Sisera into your 


‘ hand. Hasn’t the Lord already started?” 


Down the mountain marched Barak’s 
army. But the Lord was fighting, too. 
A great storm had come on. The fright- 
ened horses ran away. The river, swol- 
len by torrents of water, overflowed its 
banks, bogged down the chariots, and 
swept men to their death. Sisera had 
to jump out of his chariot and run on 
foot for safety. Barak and his men 
chased and killed them all. But Sisera 
got away, and tried to hide in an Arab 
tent. Jael, the woman who lived there, 
covered him up. “Give me some water, 
please, I’m thirsty,” he begged. She 
brought him milk, and covered him up 
again. He was so tired that he was 
soon asleep. Then Jael took one of the 
long pegs to which the tent was fastened 
and a hammer. Softly she stole up to 
Sisera. She drove the tent peg right 
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OU’VE heard of “D-Day” 
and “V-Day” in the military plans. As a 
Sunday School leader you should also realize 
that there are “S-Days” ahead for your school. 
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Child of God, think on Jerusalem! 
God does. ‘Then remember the 
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through his head into the ground, and 
killed him. 


Deborah made up a song of praise’ 


to the Lord. She and Barak sang it. 
(Read to the class selections, Judges 5: 
2, 3, 6-8, 19-22, 24-28, 31.) 

Do you know of another brave woman 
in the Bible, a queen? one who was the 
first Christian in Europe? (Esther and 
Lydia.) Our Bible readings tell of 
others. 

1. From the Pentateuch. Miriam, 2 girl 
who could be trusted (Exod. 1:22 to 2:10). 

2. From Old Testament history. Ruth, a 
girl who loved her mother (Ruth 1:15-17). 

3. From the Books of Poetry. A descrip- 


tion of a good woman (Prov. 31:10-15, 20, 
26-30) . 

4. From the Prophets. A warning to 
glamour girls (Isa. 3:16-24). 


5. From the Gospels. Mary of Bethany, 
who gave her most precious thing to the 
Lord (Mark 14:3-9). 

6. From New Testament history. Dorcas, 
who helped others (Acts 9:36-42). 


7. From the Epistles. What the well- 
dressed Christian girl wears (1 Tim. 2: 
9, 10). 


Bucxsrort, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Wat Can a CHRISTIAN GIRL 
Do For AMERICA? 


AME rapidly some of the things to 

do. Perhaps your class has already 
begun to do its part. Would we not 
think, first, of a Christian girl praying 
for the problems of our land and for 
those who serve, studying her Bible that 
she might know God’s will, telling of 
Christ her Red er and Friend? 
Then, since we live a world of work, 
would we not expect'a Christian girl 
to find something close by, useful and 
personally possible to do? Here is a 
double-header watchword for her: Be 
Prayerful. Be Practical. 

When Barak asked Deborah toe go with 
him to the battle front, it might have 
been. easier for her to say, “I would 
rather stay home to pray, study the Law, 
and talk with my friends.” Instead, she 
chose the hard way. She left the com- 
forts of home and went to Mt. Tabor 
where she no doubt ministered to the 
wounded and supervised the camp cook- 
ing while she sought God’s wisdo-n and 
gave forth His commands (Judges 4:14). 

Why did God lead Deborah into such 
a position? Think of the vast amount of 
natural resources and preparation it 
took to become a woman of Deborah’s 
strength and value. Before she coun- 
seled with the people, she must have 
spent long hours with her Lord. Be- 
fore she led an army to victory, she 
must have proved faithful and efficient 


in the routine duties of managing a 


home. The girl whom God will be able 
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to trust with great responsibilities by 
and by is the one who is proving loyal 
to small, insignificant tasks just now. 
It may, for instance, take more inner 
bravery to kneel for prayer while she 
spends the night in a room with a girl 
who does not pray than it would to face 
military dangers overseas, 


Our world, like Israel, is facing hu- 
man enemies who are robbing it of the 
rights of freedom. Divinely. appointed 
leadership, military, moral, and spir- 
itual, is one of our greatest needs. God 
would use consecrated workers in places 
of service where they, at present, can 
be most useful, whether on the home 
front or battlefield. Barak and his ten 
thousand servicemen were prepared to 
fight. Deborah, with her faith, knowl- 
edge of God, love of people, wisdom, 
and fortitude was prepared to encourage 
distressed neighbors who brought their 
problems for prayer. Then she ‘was 
prepared, as we should be, to stand be- 
hind the armed forces with prayer and 
action, knowing that it is God who goes 
out before His people to make them 
free (2 Chron. 20:15, 22). Deborah readily 
saw, as she studied conditions in Israel, 
that they needed to be free not only 
from bondage to the king of Canaan, 
but from bondage to sin which was ruin- 
ing their lives. 


Is there a “Deborah” in your com- 
munity? We need Christian parents to 
assure security in the home; but we 
should reinforce this ‘influence with the 
blessings that God-chosen women can 
bring into young lives. Especially do we 
need such women for the multitudes of 
youth who have no godly influence at 
home. There should not be even one 
boy or girl in our land who has no 
“Deborah” to whom he or she may go. 


As a sunbeam reminds.us of the sun, 
warming, illuminating, healing, so Deb- 
orah made her neighbors aware of God 
while she warmed them with her wis- 
dom and love (Judges 5:31; Psa. 37:6). 
At the same time, Deborah was a dy- 
namo charged for power and action as 
she took definite steps to free her land 
of sin. She not only prayed, but she 
practiced. She riot only saw needs, but 
she served. She was a Joan of Arc for 
Israel, combining qualities which every. 
consecrated girl should display,— surren- 
dered, capable work, and quiet fellow- 
ship with the Lord. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Columbia Bible College Does 
Not Teach “Purgatory” 
(Continued from page 485) 


faith following the present life. It also 
overlooks the other solemn fact that 
punishment for sin is not remedial only, 
but is the necessary penal suffering. The 
love verse of the Bible, John 3:16, con- 
tains the most awful word in any lan- 
guage, the word “perish.” Eternal sal- 
vation is offered that men might not 
perish, and those who do not partake of 
salvation by grace through faith in 
Christ do perish. There is no suggestion 
of any mitigation of that perishing. 
There aré noted Christian leaders who 
do not hold to restoration and yet teach 
a definite period of “outer darkness” for 
unfaithful Christians. While I do not 
agree with this teaching, we do need to 
heed Gog’s warnings and be stirred into 
an agony of concern over the greatest 
single blot upon the professing Christian 
Church today, namely, the professing 
Christians who give no evidence of real, 
vital life by faithfully serving Christ. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 23 


2. Being Popular with the Right Crowd 
(2 Tim. 4:10; Prov. 22:1; 24:1, 2) 
Tonics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


ANY of us are aware of the fact 
that the word “popular,” as it is 
generally used, comes from the Latin 
word for “people,” and means, “suitable 
to the public in general”; or, “beloved 
or approved by the people.” Barabbas 
suited the Jewish rabble and was ap- 
proved by them, yet he was a thief and 
a murderer. The people in general pro- 
claimed Herod as a god, and sent up a 
mighty shout of approval when he ap- 
peared before them in his royal robes. 
Yet he was a wicked man and God sent 
a terrible retribution upon him because 
of: his presumption. Robespierre and 
Marat, although their hands were red 
with blood of hundreds of innocent vic- 
tims, were hailed by the masses as popu- 
lar heroes. The public in our day does 
not hesitate to pay homage to certain 
motion picture stars whose lives are suc- 
cessions of escapades, divorces, and even 
debauches. 
48 
Looking at the other side of the pic- 
ture, it was the people, egged on by the 
jealous chief priests and rulers, that put 
Christ to death. Paul never became 
“popular,” but had to face opposition, 
envy, and jealousy wherever he went. 
Even some of his close associates, as 
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our Scripture verse from 2. Timothy in- 
dicates, forsook him for the love of the 
world. Many Christian martyrs during 
the early days of the church suffered 
and died to tickle the popular fancy. 
Joan of Arc was burned at the stake 
while the crowd looked on and ap- 
proved. Few truly great men have been 
popular during their lifetime. 


Dd 

We find no admonition in God’s Word 
urging Christians to be popular. On the 
contrary, we are told that true followers 
of the Lord Jesus are to be a peculiar 
people (Deut. 14:2 and 1 Pet. 2:9). The 
very fact that followers of the Lord 
Jesus take a positive stand and refuse 
to do some things that the crowd does 
is one of the surest ways to become un- 
popular. Did you ever refuse to par- 
ticipate in something of which the group 
you were with approved, and yet which 
you felt you could not consistently do 
and honor the Lord? Did you become 
popular by taking such a stand? Of 
course you didn’t. Even though you may 


. have offered no criticism of the others, 


nevertheless they very quickly showed 
you were not popular in their estima- 
tion. 
bd 
Nevertheless, ingrained in most of us 
is the desire to please others, as far 
as we can, and there is nothing wrong 
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Communion Set 
of Genuine 


MYRTLEWOOD 


© Made by Craftsmen from the rare and satiny 
wood of the Myrtlewood tree which grows only in 
Palestine and Southwestern Oregon. Self-stacking 
trays, 36 glasses each. Extra units as desired. Prices 
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addition to your church equipment. 
Write today for details . . . get Free Catalog 
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Gentiemen: Please send me your interestig booklet, 

DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, without obligation on my part. 

CD Also Booklet A. | am under 20. 
Aare 


A Moody Annuity check is good news, ar- 
tiving regularly. It brings a sense of security 
in later years . . . just at the time when 
financial worry can loom so large, if no 
provision has been made against it. 

But that regular check . . . wel- 
come as it is .. . will be only 
one of the worthwhile returns 
you'll get through the Moody 
Annuity plan. There are the 
spiritual dividends, too. Your an- 
nuity dollars will be used to 
help in the training of young 
people for soul-winning lives of 
Christian service. That’s why 
we want you to read DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS, the booklet that 
explains how you can secure 
this double sctisfaction. Mail 
the coupon today. 
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122 graduates have become foreign missionaries. 
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- Psychiatric Nursing. Write Director of 
urses, Christian Sanatorium 
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ing Hood 
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in desiring to be approved. The danger 
is in seeking the approval of those whose 
convictions and standards are unworthy, 
or in putting the approval of men before 
the approval of God. 


God’s Word does teach us that, as far 
as possible, the Christian is not to give 
any just cause for offense. We are so 
to conduct ourselves that others can find 
no honest cause to speak evil against us. 
We are to be gentle (Phil. 4:5), to be 
trustful and not anxious (Phil. 4:6), to 
think pure and lovely and wholesome 
thoughts (Phil. 4:8), and to think kindly 
of others and of their virtues (Phil. 
4:8). Loye, 1 Corinthians 13 tells us, 
“does not behave itself unseemly,” or, 
in other words, does not offend pro- 
priety. 

5 4 


Certainly believers are justified in 
seeking to please and win the approval 
of sincere fellow Christians, not for the 
approval’s sake, but that they may know 
their lives are consistent and that they 
are not doing those things that give 
offense to those who know and love the 
Lord Jesus., God’s Word tells us ‘that 
we are to seek to adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things (Titus 
2:10). 

To be truly winsome and. attractive, 
we must have radiating through our 
lives the life of the One who said of 
Himself, “And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me” 
(John 12:32). Our greatest winsome- 
ness will be that which wins others to 
the Lord Jesus. Our greatest attractive- 
ness will be in attracting others to know 
Him as Saviour and Lord. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

V4 


Winona Lake's Golden Jubilee 


HIS year marks an important mile- 
stone in the growth and progress of 
the Winona Lake Bible Conference: the 
fiftieth anniversary. In celebration of 
this important event, Dr. J. Palmer 
Muntz has planned the most attractive 
Bible Conference program ever held at 
Winona Lake. Instead of the usual 
twelve-day period, it will occupy four 
full weeks, from July 30 to August 27. 
In general, the daily program will con- 
form to those of previous years, and 
special sessions will be held for pas- 
tors, women, young people, and chil- 
dren. 

More than one hundred speakers will 
take part. Many of them have appeared 
on the platform at previous Bible con- 
ferences, but there will also be new 
faces, including nationally known Bible 
teachers and religious leaders. 

Dr. Muntz will be the director of the 
conference. Music, as in years past, will 
be in charge of Homer Rodeheaver, 
nationally known song leader. 
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Among the speakers who will take 
part are: H. A. Ironside, Harry Rimmer, 
Vance Havner, Walter Wilson, R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, Northcote Deck, Wendell P. 
Loveless, Jack Mitchell, Bob Jones, Jr., 
William Evans, Mrs. Ruth Stull, Mrs. 
Carl Gray, Mrs. William <A. Sunday, 
Clarence Jones, South America; Her- 
bert Bieber, J. Renwick McCullough, 
Alva J. McClain, Henry Hepburn, J. 
Hoffman Cohn, Harold Commons, Har- 
old Etter, Russell Purdy, Commissioner 
John J. Allan, Blair Quick, Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, N. A. Jepson, Herman B. Centz, 
Sam Morris, V. Raymond Edman, Will 
H. Houghton, Robert Lee Stuart, J. Fred 
Strombeck, H. E. Eavey, Peter MacFar- 
lane, Warren Filkin, Chaplain Clifton D. 
Rash, Arnold Grunigen, Jr., Louis Bau- 
man, A. H. Stewart, Bishop F. L. Dennis, 
W. H. Rogers, Don R. Falkenberg, Paul 
Rood, J. A. Huffman, Bishop .Arthur 
Moore. 

Because of the present hotel and trav- 
eling situation, it is suggested hotel res- 
ervations be made as early as possible. 
Write to Arthur W. McKee, Executive 
Manager, Winona Lake, Ind. 


ye 
The “Good News Club” with 


“Uncle Paul” 


BOUT five years ago the Rev. Paul 

J. Pietsch began a Gospel work with 
migrant families near Bakersfield, Calif. 
This testimony extended to other camps 
until it has become the Missionary Gos- 
pel Fellowship, with over twenty-five 
workers in Government and private 
camps throughout California, Arizona, 
and Oregon. Bible classes are held for 
children and adults, and many souls have 
been brought to the Lord. 

Mr. Pietsch has developed a remark- 
able plan for reaching the children with 
personal Bible teaching. He calls it the 
“Good News Club” with “Uncle Paul.” 
A Bible story with a quiz is sent out 
each week to more than six hundred 
children, who answer the questions and 
mail the paper to “Uncle Paul,” with the 
signed statement of a parent that they 
have heard the child recite the Memory 
Verses. Thus parents are given the Gos- 
pel. Each month the child receives a 
gift mailed directly to himself. 

The “Good News Club” is also on the 
radio, through station KTRB, Modesto, 
Calif., where each week Uncle Paul and 
the children put on a different program. 
A transcription of this is sent to the 
great missionary station, the Voice of 
the Andes, HCJB, in Quito, Ecuador, 
for broadcasting there. 

Perhaps the most unusual thing about 
this Fellowship is the follow-up system. 
When a child moves, a business return 
card is sent to the post office at the last 
address asking for his forwarding ad- 
dress, and the lessons follow him to the 
new home. Children belonging to the 
Good News Club are. scattered over 
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many states, but Uncle Paul and his 
helpers still keep in touch with them, 
and help them in their Christian life. 
God has abundantly supplied the needs 
of the Fellowship, both financially, and 
in sending forth workers into the field. 
The mailing address is Box 11, Tur- 
lock, Calif. 
vg 


The Russian Gospel Association 





HE Russian Gospel Association has 
recently celebrated the tenth anni- 
versary of its founding. It has now 160 
Russian, Polish Ukrainian, Jewish, and 
American missionaries scattered in many 
countries, including five in Soviet Rus- 
sia. Its leader is Mr. Peter Dyneka, 
sometimes called Peter Dynamite, one 
time atheist, now flaming evangelist. In 
and about Chicago it is very active. In 
New York, with the largest Russian col- 
ony in the United States, it has street 
preaching and a radio broadcast in Rus- 
sian. Its Training Institute for Russifn 
preachers is in Toronto. Evangeliza- 
tion of Russians in the Canadian North- 
west, in Alaska, in Brazil, Uruguay, and 
Argentina is carried on. Also among 
the strange, unreasonable Doukobors of 
Canada, who, supposedly Christian, do 
not believe that the Bible is God’s Word, 
think that we are all sons of God “as 
Christ was,” and illustrate it by “im- 
morality beyond description.” The Rus- 
sian Orthodox in Alaska major on drink. 
“Wheh they have no whisky they are 
content with ‘pea soup,’ an alcoholic 
mixture made from split-peas, and at 
Christmas the lay priest leads the 
drunken fighting.” To such go the 
evangelists of the Russian Gospel As- 
sociation. 
‘Recently the Rev. Moses Gitlin has 
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joined its staff, a long-time and success- 
ful worker among the Jews of Warsaw. 
He will evangelize both Jews and Rus- 
sians. His Yiddish radio broadcasts from 
Detroit have been greatly blessed. 


Help Save a 
Million ‘Tons of Paper 


HE Government has asked us to re- 
quest your support in the present 
paper conservation and salvage cam- 
paign. Paper is needed in ever increas- 
ing quantities by our armed forces. The 
paper.you save goes to them, = 
Here’s how you save it: (1) You 
make each piece, say, of writing paper 
do its full duty — you stretch every inch 
of wrapping paper; (2) You help your 
local stores save paper by discouraging 
double and extra wrapping of your pur- 
chases, and you carry your own market 
basket or bag to save paper bags; (3) 


'P.0.Box1-TM - - 
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Women “Juru to the 
“Mixing Fowl” 
..-A regular feature of homey 
Christian truth in this strong Gos- 
pel monthly. Affords a splendid approach to the 
woman at home who is the ‘‘key”’ to the home. 

sample, enclosing stamp. 
THE DOORSTEP EVANGEL 
Dr. Willard M. Aldrich, Editor 
Vancouver, Wash. 
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You cheerfully accept the manufacturer’s 
war packaging, as he simplifies his boxes 
and cartons to save paper; (4) You pass 
this copy of Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times 
along, making it do extra work; (5) You 
save every bit of used paper for your 
local salvage drive. 
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* Uncle Paul” 
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Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Committee. 


July 17 to 23 


Mon.—Judges 4:1-9. Deborah Counsels Barak. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Hath not the 
Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, 
..+ Go?” The best aid we can give to 
others in this world is God’s Word, ex- 
emplified by behavior. The kind of coun- 
sel Deborah gave to Barak was in words 
of Scripture, “Hath not the Lord... 
commanded ...Go...?” As airmen 
await the signal “Go,” and then go in- 
stantly, let us, also, be swift to obey 
God’s commands. By women of good 
counsel God has blessed the church. 
Scriptural counsel is good counsel. Pray 
for the Spariish Christian Mission, 33 
Adelaide St., W., Toronto 1, Can. 


Tues.—Judges 4:10-16. 
Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Deborah said 
unto Barak, Up; for this is the day.” 
Like good Deborah we, too, should dis- 
cern the signs of the times. It is neces- 
sary for spiritual prosperity. God’s 
work must be done in His time and way. 
There is a time for everything. Reading 
the signs of the times is important if 
we wish to stay on the route to useful- 
ness. Pray for the general, commission- 
ers, and all other officers of the Salvation 

Army. ' 
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First Edition 10,000 Copies 


25c 


by the same author 

UNCONSIDERED FACTORS IN GLOBAL PEACE 

Not another postwar plan . . . but a thoroughly sound and searching study of factors 

often forgotten in the world’s quest for peace . . . ending with the significant chap- 
ter, “Upon the Circle of the Earth .. . God.” A book 
of value to every Christian worker. 40 pp., paper, 25c. 


TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THIS HOUR 


Inte the ray Unafraid 


by N. A. Woychuk, Th. D. 


COMFORT .. . for homes to which loved ones wilt 
not return after the war. 

ENCOURAGEMENT .. . for Christian servicemen, 
as they go into battle . . . unafraid. 

SALVATION . . . for unsaved servicemen .. . 
presented throughout the book as their greatest 
need, with the plan of salvation clearly told. 
Excellent for quantity distribution by churches to 
servicemen and their families. 40 pp., paper. 
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(Lesson for July 23) July 8, 1944 


Wed.—Genesis 17:15-19..A Mother of Nations. 

Prayer Succestions: “She shall be a 
mother of nations.” ,God fulfilled this 
promise given to Abraham: Ishmaelites 
ard Edomites were nations formed from 
his destendants. More wonderful ful- 
fillments may appear in the age ahead. 
Tokens of God’s promised blessings often 
are given for our encouragement. If 
the first fruit ‘is so sweet what will the 
joy of harvest be? Pray for God’s bless- 
ing upon Salvation Army citadéls 
throughout the world. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 1:21-28, — . 
A Woman’s Gift to the Nation. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Lent to the 
Lord.” Samuel, child of many prayers, 
was dedicated by Hatinah to the spir- 
itual awakening of Isfael.. He was her 
love gift to the Lord. Devoted women, 
no matter how weak they may feel, may 
through God’s grace become a blessing 
to the whole nation. Praying: people 
are most liable to be used of God. One 
can miss the train by waiting at the 
wrong station. We must be in blessing 
if we went to be ‘a blessing. Pray for 
the summer open-air ministry of the 
Salvation Army. 


Fri.—Ruth 2:8-13. A Faithful Daughter. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord recom- 
pense thy work.” Ruth was faithful 
to God and others according to her light 
and opportunities. Boaz, fully informed 
of her kindness to her mother-in-law, 
her sacrifice of family and country for - 
the people, and service of God, prayed 
that the Lord- would recompense her 
work. He, too, had a share in that an- 
swer to prayer. If you bless others you 
will be blessed. Pray that a greater 
sense of the great evangelistic oppor- 
tunity afforded in summertime may 
come to God’s ministers in towns and 
cities where the majority of people never 
go to church. 


Sat.—Luke 1:8-17. A Mother of a Great Son. 


Prayer Suacestions: “He shall be 
great in the sight of the Lord.” The 
father of John the Baptist got a great 
blessing because he prayed. - Let prayers 

big and the answers will be big- 
ger — “exceeding abundantly.” Parents’ 
prayers are useful in obtaining family 
blessings. Pray for a family -worship 
revival in our churches. 


Sun.—Proverbs 31:10-20. A Werthy Woman, 

Prayer Svuccestions: “A .woman 
that’ ‘feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praised” (v. 30). Women who honor 
God are different in manner of life 
and in honor from others who serve 
the world. Get your notions of life 
and practice from God’s Bodk, and 
you will be useful and honored of 
God. By their behavior women can 
either clear the road to Heaven, or 
broaden the dewnward road to per- 
ditio Pray~-for a spiritual awak- 


ening among the Christian women of 
our land. ; 
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